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Asbestos risk and future issues

(ONaoki Toyama (Tokyo Occupational Safety and Health Center)

Asbestos is a unique substance, highly harmful, causing serious damage, difficult to measure and
analyze, and remains in large quantities as construction materials. Asbestos is the greatest threat to
occupational health in Japan and the world. There have been many reports of asbestos exposure
accidents. As the measures against asbestos in the future, (1) investigation and management of
asbestos-containing building materials, (2) concentration measurement and risk management at
removal, dismantling and repair, (3) strengthening monitoring, (4) education and risk
communication are important.
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